
 
 

It is an honor to have been nominated to run for a Director’s position and to bring my 

experience to the Board of Governors. 
I am from Charleston, South Carolina and have been a sole practitioner for more than 30 

years. Prior to starting my immigration practice, I practiced in State and Federal Courts for 

many years. A large part of my current practice is Removal Defense. The disparity between 

Federal Court and Immigration Court is reflective of the current Administration’s attitude 

toward immigrants. I firmly believe that, under the current Administration, our best friends 

are the Federal District Court and Appellate Court Judges.  This is where good policy will 

come from until the administration changes. My Federal and Removal Defense background 

provides me with the tools needed to be the voice for Federal Litigation on the Board. 

 

I also am experienced in problem solving and finding resolutions in the most impossible of 

environments, the Southeast - where I have served as the ICE Liaison for the Carolinas 

Chapter for almost 10 years. My long-standing position as ICE liaison is the result of my 

ability to build consensus and maintain relationships with ICE officers and agents. These 

skills in working with ICE in NC and SC led to my being appointed to the National ICE Liaison 

Committee. I know how to find solutions that benefit clients and will bring that ability to the 
Board and members at large. 

 

Active AILA Member and Volunteer for more than 15 Years 
AILA ICE Liaison Committee 2016-present 

American Immigration Council Ambassador 2017-present 

Fall Conference Planning Committee 2017 

Midyear Conference Planning Committees 2017 and 2019 

Annual Conference Planning Committee 2016 

Carolinas Chapter Chair 2014-2016  

Carolinas Chapter Executive Committee 2010-2018 



Carolinas Chapter, ICE Liaison 2009-2012 and 2016 to present 

Speaker: Annual Conference-2014-2016, 2018; Fall Conference-2017;  

Midyear Conference-2017, 2019-2020; Spring Conference-2019-2020; Various Carolinas 

Chapter CLE

Endorsed By 
Past AILA Presidents 
Leslie Holman         

Chuck Kuck  

Sam Myers       

Jack Pinnix  
AILA Stars        
Peter Ashman, NV, Past Chapter Chair & Past AILF Board of Trustees     

Clayton Cartwright, Past Chair, Global Migration Section 

Lynn Calder, NC, Past Chapter Chair & Past AILF Board of Trustees 

Sui Chung, FL, Past Chapter Chair & Chair, ICE Liaison Committee  

Kathy Moccio, MN, Past AILA Board of Governors & Past Chair AILF Board of Trustees  

Gayle Oshrin, NY, Past AILA Board of Governors  

Paul Parsons, TX,  Past AILA Board of Governors  

Amy Peck, NE, Past AILA Board of Governors 

Helen Tarokic, NC, 2018 Sam Williamson Mentor Award winner 

 

AILA’s first priority is support of our members 

Many AILA members are struggling now and will likely continue to struggle for some time 

with keeping their practices afloat as a result of the pandemic.  This catastrophe on top of 

the mental stress of finding winning solutions for our clients in an ever increasingly hostile 

environment will be fiscally and mentally challenging for attorneys who are also business 

owners.  AILA should continue to support its members by providing timely educational 

programs and guidance in cost effective formats.  I have run a successful small practice for 

over 30 years.  I understand the challenges of running a business during downturns in the 

economy and stressful times and hope to bring that voice of experience to the Board. 

 

We must remain diligent advocates for the fair and humane treatment of non-citizens 

Our members depend on AILA - through liaison efforts and strategic litigation - to challenge 

the Administration’s aggressive and racially motivated policy changes, violations of due 

process, and sweeping changes of the law by politically based Attorney General decisions. At 

the same time, AILA must continue to be the leading advocate for Immigration Court reform, 

the protection of access to counsel and humane treatment of all non-citizens, and the 

restoration of USCIS’s mandate as an immigration benefits service rather than DHS 

enforcement arm. AILA is only as strong as each member. We all must continue to advocate 

for these goals fortified with the necessary information that AILA provides. 

 

I am humbled to have been nominated to run for a Director position on the Board of 

Governors and look forward to serving the membership. I would be further honored to have 

your vote. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Amanda B. Keaveny 



   
 

WIL L  R E P R E S E NT  R E MOV A L  DE F E NS E  ON T HE  B OA R D 
F eder al C our t &  R emoval Defens e E x per ience:   Has  pr acticed befor e 
the toughes t cour ts  in the countr y  in the S outheas ter n U .S .  and knows , 
fir s t- hand, the cr itical changes  that mus t be advanced by  A IL A , chief 
among them:  an independent judiciar y .  I  s uppor t an independent 
A r ticle One immigr ation cour ts .  U nder  this  adminis tr ation, our  wins  
will be found in the F eder al C our ts .   Within A IL A  I  am dedicated to 
s tr engthening litigation. 
 

WIL L  B R ING C ONS E NS U S  B U IL DING S K IL L S  T O T HE  B OA R D 
E x per ience in F inding R es olutions  in Difficult E nvir onments :   F orged 
valuable wor king r elations hips  with IC E  thr ough long- time L iais on 
pos itions  on both the local and national level,  benefitting member s  
even in this  difficult climate.   I  am dedicated to s tr engthening liais on 
with the agencies .  
 

WIL L  P R OMOT E  S U P P OR T  F OR  ME MB E R S  
Will continue to advance pr oviding cos t effective education and up to 
date technology  advances  to pr ovide s upport for  member s .   I  will 
advocate for  A IL A  to continue to pr ovide effective s olutions  dur ing 
thes e mos t challenging of times . 
E N DOR S E D B Y :  

L es lie Holman   C lay ton C ar twr ight  Gay le Os hr in 

C huck K uck   L y nn C alder    A my  P eck 
S am My er s    S ui C hung    Helen T ar okic 
Jack P innix    K athy  Moccio    
P eter  A s hman   P aul P ar s ons       

 
 
 

 
V OT E  F OR  A MA NDA  

 
Click to Vote Here: 
 https://eballot4.votenet.com/aila 
 

https://aila.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=285482eaa25f6af572462f19e&id=6d0221b61b&e=7837f53090

