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Hardship letter of Support from Qualifying Relative who is seeking an extreme hardship pardon to allow the intending immigrant to stay in or return to the U.S. 
Context

Your letter may be the most important information document submitted on behalf of your intending immigrant to obtain an extreme hardship waiver.  The purpose of this letter is to support the I-601 “Waiver of Inadmissibility” application, that you and your intending immigrant are filing. To successfully overcome the inadmissibility, extreme hardship to you and any other qualifying relatives must be shown.  In this case, you must show extreme hardship if separated from the intending immigrant for 10 years, or if you would have to live abroad with the intending immigrant for 10 years.  The hardship case may include emotional hardship, financial and health challenges. Also, your intending immigrant must be considered worthy of admission to the U.S. and not a burden on the government or country. So a strong letter of support will include points addressing your extreme hardship, and any other family members’ hardship if one of the above two situations were to occur.  Because they also want to know whether the intending immigrant will be a contributing member of our society, you will also need to explain how the intending immigrant contributes to make our country better by helping others, giving of time, talent, and support to others in the U.S.  Personal examples of how the person has been a good influence or support in other’s lives are very helpful.
Your focus in this letter will be to show why your hardship would be more than the usual level of hardship if the intending immigrant is denied admission to the U.S.  Because you have the burden of proof, any and all documents that substantiate your claims are very important.
Important points to cover in your letter.
1. General Background.  Explain your general background where you have lived during your life, how close you are to your family, any special issues that have occurred in your family as you were growing up or later, any times you have suffered from emotional trauma or other issues caused by life circumstances.  Explain any medical issues you have had to deal with or that have occurred in your family.  Explain your educational and skills/employment background.  Explain who is in your family and how close you are to them.  Explain any ways the intending immigrant is helpful to your extended family.  Explain how you met the intending immigrant, and the extent to which you are dependent on him/her.  If you or anyone in your immediate family has served in the military, and particularly in combat, explain.  Are you aware of any disabilities or special stressors you or other family members have?  Explain in relation to how the intending immigrant helps in relation to those disabilities or stressors.  If you/the intending immigrant have children, explain how the intending immigrant is involved in their lives and how separation might affect them.
2. Relocation.  You must seriously consider whether or not you would relocate to your intending immigrant’s country if s/he were denied admission to the U.S.  Factors to consider include:
a. Any educational and career plans you may have or for accompanying children, and how the change in countries would affect that.
b. Inability to follow your career path. Would you be sacrificing your ability to work?  
c. Effect on benefits available here that might be lost, e.g., medical care, retirement, social security.
d. How would it affect other members of your family?  Parents, children, siblings, if you would leave?
e. If you have children who would accompany you, how would it affect the  children’s education and future?
f. Do parents or siblings or others depend on you?   Explain how it would harm them if you were gone and also how it would affect you emotionally.
g. What would happen to your assets?  What would it do to your financial situation?  
h. Adequate income to live above poverty level, general living circumstances?  
i. What about medical issues?  How far away would medical care be?  Could you afford it?
j. Difficulties of relocating?  Have you ever lived in the alien’s country?  If not, consider factors such as inability to find work, legal authorization to work, difficulty in getting medical care, difficulty in paying for basic living needs, difficult conditions in the home to which you would relocate, any language difficulties, unfamiliar cultural differences.
k. In general then, how would it affect you financially, emotionally, and medically?
l. What dangers would you be placing your self and other family members in if you relocated?
m. Are there any court matters that need to be considered?  Any children of another parent who could not leave the US?  Any other family matters involving or that have involved court?
n. Are you aware of any persecution that might occur to you or other family members is you relocate?
3. If you believe you would choose separation and not relocation, then you must consider how your intending immigrant’s absence for 10 years would affect you?
a. How would it affect you financially, educationally, emotionally, medically, in your career?
b. What would your living circumstances be like?  If dependent upon the income of your intending immigrant to pay your bills, explain how your living situation would change without that income?  Would you need federal/state assistance?  Would you try to work more?  Could you work more?
c. How would you physically deal with the change in income?  Have to move in with family or into less expensive housing?  What about bills/payments that are due?  How would you deal with inability to pay them?  Would you lose transportation?  If you are buying a home, would you lose your home?  
d. If you have children, how would that affect them?  How would their circumstances affect you?  What about child care if you think you would work more?
e. How would the absence of the intending immigrant affect any children or any other family members?  Assuming it would cause problems for others, how would it affect you to see the others going through that hardship?
f. Do you depend on the intending immigrant in other ways?  For example, does s/he provide child care while you work?  Does s/he help other family members in need of added help?
g. What are your work skills?  What is your likelihood of advancement in the workforce?  Would any of this be affected?
h. What major traumas have you had in your life?  Have you ever suffered depression or other emotional problems that have affected your productivity and your relations with others?  Can you show that you would be likely to suffer the same problems again if separated?
i. Would the living situation for your loved one be dangerous or especially difficult for any reason?  Explain how that would affect you.
j. If your loved one 
k. What medical issues have you had or do you have that might be more difficult to handle in the absence of your intending immigrant?  Are there others in the family with medical issues who depend on you or the intending immigrant?
l. If you have children, how will the separation from mom/dad affect the kids?  Are there issues/problems that the intending immigrant helps with?
m. What ties does the intending immigrant have to his/her family here in the US, including you, any children and your extended family?  What are the ages of any children, and what would the effects be in relation to that age?
n. Are there any persecution factors that need to be considered if your intending immigrant goes back to his/her former resident country?
o. What is the level of education of the intending immigrant?  What kind of work could s/he do if s/he had to return to place of origin?  What kind of income would be available?  Would there be a financial impact on you related to that?  Explain who the intending immigrant fits in the workforce here, and any training, experience, or education s/he has had, and whether that would be useful in employment in the country of origin.
4. Other factors to consider:
a. What would your ability be to recoup from any loss caused by the situation?
b. Any extraordinary needs/costs, such as special education or training for children?
c. Cost of care for family members, including children, elderly, sick, and disabled family members.
d. Any conditions in the country of return that increase hardship.
e. Significant health conditions, and particularly for any person going to country of intending immigrant, how they would be impacted by quality of health care available there?
At the end of your letter, please state the following:

 “In accordance with 28 U.S. Code §1746, I declare (or certify, verify, or state) under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on (__________ date).
(Signature)”.

Please return an original letter with your original signature to:

phone: 
email: 


